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Ecclel vii. 1. 


A Good Name is better than Precious Oyntment : 
And the Day of Death than the Day of ones 
Birth. 


to conſiſt of Two diſtinct Propofi- 


tions. 


＋ HESE Words, as thus Read, ſeem 


The firſt, That a Good Name or Reputa- 
tion; which i is, when the common Voice 
of Men, either of. All, or Moſt, or Beſt 
n doth 


Tbe Bleſſing of a - 
doth frem the approv'd Evidence of a Man's 


worthy Behaviour, in the conſtant Tenour 
of his Life, give a frequent and commen- 


ter ¶tho' the other be Precious, yet not ſo 


than Precious (or as it is render'd in ſome 
Tranſlations, and the Word doth properly, 


or Oyl; which, being Compounded and 


and fragrant Aromatics, was of great E- 
ſteem among the Ancients, efpecially of 
the Eaftern-Countries, for Pleaſing of the. 
| Senſes, Comforting the Brain, Refreſhing 
the Spirits, Clearing the Conntenance, 
Suppling the Joints, Conducing to De- 
light, to Chearfulneſs, to Health. And 
therefore, it ſeems to be us'd here Figura- 
tively, to fignifie all the Delights of Man- 
kind: And then the Propofition is this, 


T hat a Good Report among Men, for Being 


and Doing Good, is much more Valuable than 
all the Comforts of this Life. Neither Riches, 
nor Honours, nor Pleaſures, are Bleſſings 
comparable to true Worth and Goodnels. 


A Good Name excels the moſt Coftly, the. 


moſt Delightful Entertainments, even the 
moſt Precious Oyntment. ; 1. 


dable Teſtimony thereunto : This 7s bet-. 


Precious as a Good Name, which 1s better 


in the Original, fignifie Good) Oyntment 
Mingled with other Ingredients of rich 
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Good Name at Death. 


The other Propoſition, is, That the Day 
of Death, the Time, and Moment of the 
Day, in which the Soul, being ſeparated 
from the Body, leaves this World, and en- 
ters upon a new unknown State of Life, 1s 
alſo better or, as ſome Read it, is as much 
better; even as much as a Good Name is better 
than Precious Oyntment (underſtanding here a 
Note of Proportion or Similitude, to annex 
the two Propoſitions each to other) fo much 


better (or however better alſo) is the Day of 


Death,] than the Day, or Article of Time, 
of one's Birth or Nativity, when we firſt 
began to Live in this State and World, 
where we yet are ſojourning : The Senſe a- 
mounting to this,. That the going out of 
this World is better to a Good Man, than his 


coming into it. | 


Both theſe Propoſitions * to be im 


ply'd in the Words; and both certainly are 


equally true, tho' the latter may ſeem more 


a Paradox. ; * 
But there is yet another way of Reading 
the Text, which, tho' more obſcure, ſeems 
ne're a whit leſs agreeable to the Original 
and much more improving the Senſe an 
Uſe- 
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Uſefulneſs of the Words; and which, 
therefore, muſt needs be more likely, moſt 
fully to anſwer the Mind and Intent of the 
Bleſſed Spirit, that inſpir'd the Royal Preach- 
er therewith: And that is, by uniting the 
Words into one Propofition, which is done 
by repeating the former in this latter; uniting 


the two former Terms of each together, which 


are a Good Name join'd to the Day of Death; 


and then aſcribing to them the Prehemi- 
nence in our comparing them with the two. 


latter Terms of each ſo united in like man- 


ner together, accounting them better than 
precious Oyntment join'd to the Day of one's 


Birth. And the rea ſon for thus Reading the 
Terms united, appears very clear: Becauſe 


a good Name and true Worth, is the only 


thing that can make tha Day of Death good, 
without which, Dying 1s the very Curſe due 
to Sin, and the worſt of Evil, as being the 
beginning of that which is fo Eternally. 
And precious Oyntment ( intended for the 


Promotion and Indication of Delight and 
Chearfulneſs) was what antiently us'd te 


be appropriated to Days of Peſtivity 
and Rejoycing (fuch as the Day of ones 
Birth hath ever been made and reckon'd) 
whereon it was cuſtomary to Anoint in To- 

ken 


Good Name at Death. 
ken of Rejoycing: And which, therefore, 
in Days of Sorrow was abſtain'd from. As 
that one Inftance is ſufficient Proof, where- 
in Joab directing the Wiſe Woman of Tekoah, 
to act the part of a Mourner, among other 
things, forgot not to admoniſh her, not to 
Anoint her ſelf with Oy [or Oyntment, it 
being the ſame Word] intimating, That 
if ſhe us'd her Oyntment, ſhe would not 
be took for a Mourner, but for one that 
Rejoyc'd and Celebrated ſome Feſtival. 
So that as a Good Name is a proper Attendant 
of the Day of ones Death, to render it eligi- 
ble at all; ſo Precious Oyntment was wont to 
be 3 to Feſtival Days (ſuch as 
thoſe of 
Mirth. And ſo then the ſingle Propoſition, 
compriſing the whole Senſe of the Text, 
amounts to this, That, notwithſtanding the 
Feſtival Rejoycings of our Nativities, yet the 
juſt Eulogies of wiſe and good Men, tho at- 
tended with never ſo much Sadneſs and Mourn-- 
ing, on the Day of our Death, is much prefer- 
able, | 


A good Name deſerv'd, and preſervd 
till Death, is better than precious Oyntment, or 
all the pompous Coſt and Rejoycings where- 
with was celebrated the Day * our 


2 Fam. 14. 2. 


ativities) to expreſs Gladneſs and 
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| The thing then preferable, is the Day of 
Death with a good Name; which is better 
than the molt fortunate, and never ſo much 
celebrated Birth. Which that we may yet 

more fully apprehend the Senſe and Uſe- 
fulneſs of, I ſhall oblige my ſelf to ſpeak 
brieflyto theſe three Heads. 1/f, To ſhew | 
who ought to be efteem'd to have a god | 
Name due to them on the Day of their Death. | 
2dly, The preferableneſs of this Bleſſing to 
the moſt fortunate and feſtival Day of ones 
Birth. And 3dly, The Inferences of moſt 

obvious Uſe and Benefit, hence deducea- 

ble. | 


I. Firſt then, To hem you to whom a good | 
Name is juſtly due at Death. Becauſe in- 

deed, however Uncharitable and Moroſe 

i Men are apt to ſhew themſelves towards 
or one another in Life, yet ſeldom or never. | 
doth any one want their good Word at 

Death: Inſomuch that to ſpeak well of the 

Dead, prevails even to a Proverb. And if 


3 - 

| | to Die with a good Name were no more than 

| | to be well ſpoke of, and to be bewail'd 
among Acquaintance and Neighbours up- 

l ; on the firſt Notice and Report of our Death, 


1 # 
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Die 


%as 


| #93 few would either Live ſo ſcandalouſly, or 
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Die ſo unhappily as to miſs thereof. For 
the worſt Men are not, ordinarily, void 


of all good Qualities, or at leaſt the appea- 
rance of ſome : Nor the moſt Diſconſolate, 
ſo abſolutely Friendleſs, but when they _ 


Die, we ſhall be ſure to hear one or other 
commending them for ſomething, or at 


leaſt not diſcommending them for any 


thing. And ſuch 4 good Name, as it is no- 


| thing rare, ſo it is nothing worth to us on 


the Day of Death. It not being what ſome 


will ſay, but what all ought to judge, and 


the moſt and wiſeſt are ſenſible of concern- 
ing us. Fora truly good Name can be the 
effect only of true Virtue and Goodneſs. 


Greatneſs may get a Man a great Name, and 


Flattery may compliment him by a falſe 
Name; but only Goodneſs can entitle to a 


| baer that will do him Good and Per- 


ume his Memory after Death. De Memo- 


ry of the Juſt, ſaith- Solomon, is Bleſs d, hut 


the Name of the Wicked fhall Rot. Tho' En- 
vy and Calumny wy do their worſt to ob- 
ſtruct and blaſt the Repute of a juſt and in- 


nocent Man, yet his Name will prevail and 


recover it ſelf, and live and flouriſh ;- if not 
in his Life time, yet to be ſure at his Death, 
when the loſs of ſuch an one beſt teaches 
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Men to underftand and value his Worth, 
and Prejudice to his Perſon will give way to 
a juſt Eftimate of his Virtue ; then, if not 
before, his Memory will ſmell Sweet in the 
Noſtrils of all: And Heavenly Wiſdom will 
never fail, at one time or other, to be juſti- 


WI fd of all her Children : But the Name of the 


Wicked, when Hypocriſie and Flattery have 
done their beſt to prevent it, hall Rot, and 
Stink in the Noſtrils not only of all good and 
wife Men (whoſe Tudgments'are alone va- 
luable) and even of their pretended Admi- 
rers (after that Death hath left them at li- 
berty to Cenſure them according to Opinion 
and Deſert) but much more in their own, 


| when they ſhall come to Die, and appre- 


hend the difference between the Praiſes of 
Virtue, and the Flatteries of Vice. So that 
to die with a good Name, 1s to Die after a good 
Life; to which alone that is due; and for 
which alone any Name ought to be deem'd 
Good. For as no Name can be good to: a bad 
Man, fo none can be bad to a pood Man. 
Therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, -—{f rbere he 
m Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, —Inti- 


mating, That there can be no Praiſe due 


where there is no Virtue. According where- 
to is that of Seneca, Gloria umbra Virtutis eſt, 


Repu- 
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Reputation is the Shidow of Virtue, which 


neceſſarily appears and vaniſhes therewith. 
And notwithftanding, therefore, the Eulo- 


gies that may promiſcuouſly be ſcatter'd, yet 


are they due to none but the Virtuous: And 


tho' Men may flatter, yet can they give a 


good Name to no other. So that a good Life 
is the only good Name at Death. And that 
this is ſo, I come now to ſhew, by conſider- 


ing 


II. The pre ferableneſt of this Bleſſing, even 
to the moſt fortunate and feſtival Day of ones 
Birth. Be we Born to never ſo wide Poſſeſ- 
ſions; Welcom'd into the World by never ſo 
many, great and potent Friends, with ne- 
ver ſo much Joy and Solemnity : And tho 
we may Die never ſo much Diſregarded or 
Bewail d, and be ſnatch'd away never fo un- 
timely from the kindeſt Fortune the World 
can give; yet if we retain our Innocence, or 
have been but fo wife as to ſecure to our 
ſelves a good Name by a good Life; this alone 
will render the moſt ſorrowful Day of Death, 
infinitely preferable to the moſt celebrated 
and acceptable Day of ones Birth. For be 
it conſider d EN . 
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1. The Feſtivity of our Birth did not affect 
us ; whereas a deſers'd good Name at Death will 
ſtand us in the greateſt ſtead. Whatever was 
the Coſt and Rejoycings when we were 
Born, no ſhare of the Entertainment was 
ours; who could make no Reflections to di- 
ſtinguiſh the Kindeſt from the moſt barba- 
rous and unnatural Treatment; but were 
naturally apt, then, to bewail our ſelves 
even amidſt the Rejoycings for our Births. 
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that noiſy Solemnity, be likely to conduce 
any thing to ſtill the Lamentations of the in- 
1 apprehenſive Babe. But a good Name at 
1 Death is an Entertainment peculiar to our 
| ſelves. And tho” others may caſt away their 

precious Oyntments and afflit themſelves with 
Brief and Mourning to part with us; yet 

| ſhall we our ſelves, who at our Births La- 

\ mented amidſt their Rejoycings, be now 

4 able, from a ſeaſonable Reflection on a Well- 
Fi ſpent Life, to Rejoyce amidſt the loudeſt 
['! Lamentations of our Friends about us at our 
| | - Deaths. The Day of our Birth was a Feſtival 
Þ: to others, but the Day of a good Man's Death 
| will be ſo to himſelf: And he who had no 
| | ſhare in the Entertainment of that, will en- 

| * 


Nor can the moſt extravagant degrees of 
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joy all to himſelf, when it will be moſt Sea- 
ſonable and moſt Advantageous to him in 
this. So then, if there be any Felicity in 
the pompous Buſſle on the Day of ones Barth, 
it is for others, and fignifies nothing to our 
ſelves ; but the Happineſs of a good Name 1n 
the Day of Death will be our own for ever. 
And tho” others may not have a ſhare with 
us in the preſent Entertainment, yet will 
the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience feaſt our 
ſelves, and enable us to Rejoyce, evea 1n 


that fad Hour, That in all Simplicity and God-a cw. 1. 12. 


ly Sincerity, we have had our Converſation in the 
World. And how much better, then, 1s it 
to be chear'd our ſelves at Death, than only 
to be the occaſion, it may be, of a little 
good chear to others, which no way Aﬀe- 
Ged us, but to our Diſturbance, at our 
Births ? If we take due care but to Die well, 
it little matters in what Solemnity and 
Mirth we were Born. Rejoycings then are 
Unſeaſonable and of no Advantage to us, 
who are only concern'd to get a good Name 
againſt we come to Die, which is far better. 
For again W Þb 

2. The Gladneſs, on our Birth-Day, was 
but the Prologue to our future Sorrows : Where- 
as a good Name at our Deaths, will be the Pro- 


logwe 


The Bleſing of a 
logue to everlaſting Joys. Birth-Day-Feſtivals 
never hold long, but are frequently as much 
Bewail'd afterwards, as they were at firſt 
Celebrated with Joy and Mirth. For Man's 
Birth is the certain fore-runner of much 
Trouble, of Labours, of Diſappointments, 
of Loſſes, of Croſſes, and of Death at laſt ; 
uſhering into a World of Sorrows, and inni- 
tiating into a Life of Vanity and Veration : 
Exil'd and Impriſon'd in T abernacles of Clay, 
which it is our continual Care and Toll 
(and all little enough) to maintain in any 
tolerable Repair for a while, at length to be 
driven with Violence out thence by its ir- 
reparable falling Ruins. The confideration 
whereof, inſtituted it cuſtomary among ſome 
of the Nations of old, to Weep and La- 
ment their New-born-Babes ; as intending 
to innure them from the firſt, to the Enter- 
tainment they muſt expect in the State they 
were enter'd upon. Yea, and after Expe- 
rience, forc'd no worſe Men than Fob and 
Jeremy to reflect on their Nativities, for the 
Evils it had expos'd them to, with Maledi- 
ction and Curſe. Let the Day periſh, ſaith 


. Job, wherein I was Born, and the Night in which 


it was ſaid, There is a Man- Child Conceiv d, &c. 
becauſe it ſhut not up the doors of my Mother's 
| Womb, 
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nb, nor bil Sorrow from mine Eyes. And 
thus the Prophet Jeremiah cries out, Cursd r. a0. 14 
t be the Day wherein I was Born; Let not the Day . 
's herein my Mother hare me be bleſsd. Yea * 
red be the Man, adds he, who brought D- rei 15. 

„ dings to my Father, ſaying, a Man- Child is 
born unto thee, making bim very Glad, No 
- WO Glaineſs is oftner Blaſted and more uncer- 

: Wl tainly Anſwer'd, than what uſually is con- 

> I ceiv'd upon ſuch Occafions. Yea, thus Ex- 

1 Wl poſtulates the Prophet further, Wherefore came uit 18. 
Y Wl f forth out of the Womb to ſee Labour and Sorrow, 

e Wl that my Days ſhould be conſum d with ſhame? E- 
ven ſuch are the Relentings too often occaſi- 

n WW on'd by the Day of ones Birth. If, indeed, 

e the Gallantry and Joy at ont Birth, could be 

- WW fecur'd to our following Days, through our 

g WM whole Life: Or if we were Born to inherit 

our ſelves the Pleaſure we then occafion'd to 


y I others ; the Day of ones Birth might ſeem to 
- IO bare ſome proportion to that of our Death: 
d But, Alas! Man is Born unto Trouble. What 5% 5. 7: 
e Joy there is then is ſhar'd among others; on- 
y Trouble is his certain Lot and Birth- right; 
h I whereof he preſently takes Poſſeſſion, how- 
Lever long he may wait for his other Inheri- 
c. tances. So that the Day of ones Birth, how- 
ever Solemniz'd with Shew and Mirth by 
5„ | „ others, 


over and behind our Backs, than to have 


Day of his Birth, His Birth, tho' rejoyc'd 


Death, tho' Lamented, Canonizes him. a 


The Bleſſmg of a4 
others, yet to our ſelves is but the beginnin pe 
of our Sorrows ; but the Day of our Death, I fre 
however grievouſly reſented, is the end of Ii {e! 
this Tragedy. And if we have been but ſo I hi 
wiſe, as to have took care to act well our ne 

rts therein, ſo as to come off with the {© 
Plaudits of Conſcience, and the juſt Memo- D 
ry of a good Name; we ſhall inſtantly retire A. 
behind the Scene, and be there refreſh'd MI 15 
with an everlaſting Reſt from all our paſt Fears A 
and Labours. Is much, therefore, as it u >: 
better to arrive into a ſafe Harbour, than to © 
ut off into the dangerous Deep, amidit the M 
Das of Shelves and Storms, and à de 
Thouſand threatning Accidents, in continu- H 
al Doubt and Fears; to have all our Evxik ”* 


them before us in View or Expectation; e- 
ven to lye down to Reft, than to be thruſt 
out to Toil and Danger : So much 1s the 
Day of a good Man's Death, better than the 


at, made him but a Man: But the Day of bi 


Saint. The firſt brought him out into a Sin- 
ful and Uneaſie World; the latter ad vances 
him into a Glorious and Happy Heaven. 
That only introduc'd him into a State of Im- 

perfection, 
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rfection, this alone can deliver him there- 
cx and compleat him Perfect. The firſt 
ſet him to Work, tts the latter muſt help 
him to his Wages. That caus'd Glad- 
neſs to others, this will bring endleſs Joy 
to himſelf. In a word, ſuch were Born to 
Die, but they Die to Live Eternally. 
And therefore in their Conſequences there 
is no compare between the Day of ones Birth 
ard the Day of Death But this, however 
Sad and Frightful at preſent, doth as much 
exceed that, with all its noiſy Pomp and 
Mirth, as Reſt doth Labour, as Happineſs 
doth Adverſity, as Life doth Death, yea, as 
Heaven doth excel every Thing ; being 
what Eye hath not feen, nor Ear heard, ner 
ever yet enter d into the Heart of Man fully an 
to conceive. 


From the Premiſes, conſider we now 


III. Laftly, The Inferences of moſt obvious 
Uſe and Benefit thence deduceable, The moſt 
Natural and Confiderable whereof are 
theſe Four, | 


1. We ought hence to Learn and be Convinc d 
of the Value and Excellency of a good Name. 
C : Not. 


1 
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Not ſo much what the Vulgar ſay, As how 


God and our own Conſciences approve of 


us; to be Commended by whom, is the 
only Bleſſing that can turn our Sorrows 
into Joy, and will ftick by us when all 
our other Bleſſings ſhall be rifled from 
us. It alone being able to make the ſad 
and melancholy Day of our Death, infi- 
nitely better to us, than the moſt Gaudy 
and Feſtival Day of our Birth, For to 


Die well is of much more concern to us, 


than to have been Born well: Even as 
much as the Confequences of Eternity do 
exceed thoſe of Time. We were all Born 
before we could be apprehenſive of any 
Concern at all, and contemplate our Births 


but as already paſt; but the Day of our 


Deaths we all have before us, and are 
capable of Contemplating thereon as to 
come, we know neither how ſoon, nor in 
what manner, The confequence of our 
Birth we already know in part, and can 
make ſome Conjectures of the reſt: But 
the conſequence of our Death is altoge- 


ther in the dark, and out of the reach of 


Experience, fo much as to enable us to 
gueſs thereat in this State. Therefore when 
we think thereon, it is always with Dread, 
and 
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and ſome miſgiving Thoughts, and juſtl 
is Death call the King of Terrors, being # 2” 
the moſt momentous Article of Time we 
have to do with, that will decide for us 

an irrevocable Eternity of Happineſs or 
Miſery; which nothing can prevent or 
retard, nor yet ſupport us under, but a 

good Name. This is the only Antidote a- 
gainſt the Poiſon of Death's Sting, with- 

out which it Kills both Body and Soul to- 
gether. 

The Joy and Oyntment at our Births, 
have no influence on the future Happi- 
neſs or Miſery of our Life; and we might 
even as well want as have them: But a 
good Name and gracious Endowments at 
Death are of abſolute Neceſſity, and the 
Fortune of eternal Ages depends thereon. 
This will make us Happy when nothing 
elſe can, and turn even the Curſe of 
Death into a Bleſſing. And therefore this 
ought to be eſteem'd by us as the one Thing 
neceſſary, and the chief Concern we have 
here to purſue ; ſtanding us in greateſt 
ſted, and conducing moſt to our Intereſt, 

” i by making our worſt Day beſt to us; 
even the dreadful and momentous Day 
a of Death, better than the gladſom and fe- 

GY ſtival 
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ſtival Day of ones Birth. Methinks, we 


ſhould ned no other Inducement to prize 


and reſolve upon Goodneſs, than this ve- 


ry Conſi leration of the vaſt Kindneſs it 
does us, in rendring Death not only To- 
lerable but Eligible to us. But 

2. Hence, alſo, we have occaſion to reflect on 
the Vanity and Worthleſneſs of this preſent 
State we Live in, That even our going out of 
it, is preferable to our coming into it. This 
not being a State defign'd and ſuited to the 
utmoſt Capacities of rational and immortal 


| Beings, where there is no Enjoyment for 


our perpetual Entertainment ; or that can 
make us ſo Happy as our Powersare improve- 
able to. If this World were our proper 
Abode, or Place of Happineſs, our removal 
hence would be our Miſery, becauſe it would 


be to our loſs of all Happineſs: But ſeeing 


our quitting this State is preferr'd to our 
fulleſt Enjoyment, or moſt pompous En- 


trance upon it; therefore muſt we conclude, 


that all our Felicity is elſewhere, not to be 
enjoy d but by removing hence, where we 


are only in our way to Happineſs, but ſhort 
of it. Dicique beatus, ante obitum nemo. 


The Senſe of many Ages paſt hath taught us 


to call no Man Happy till after the voy 
| Is 


* 
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* 
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his Death; nothing on this fide of it being 
able to make him ſo. Here he muſt Con- 
tend, and Strive, and Labour to lay up, 
but he muſt not think of Enjoyment till he 
is gone hence. So that this preſent is not 
the only, or the beſt Life we may expect, 
where there is nothing to ſatisfie Defire, no- 
thing but what will Vex and Diſappoint. 
And therefore what a vain and worthleſs 
Life to Man is the preſent ! And if God de- 
ſign'd only this for us, how juſtly might we 
Cry out with the Pſalmift, Wherefore hath | 
God made-all Men in vain! For what would mung 
fignifie a Life to us that is worſe than Death? 
Ora Being that is more profitably partei with 
than receiv d? So that this is not the Life our 
Hearts ought to be ſet upon, or wherein we 
have any Encouragement to hope for Hap- 
pineſs. This is but our State of Tryal and 
Paſſage to a better: And for any Good to be 
enjoy d at preſent, it is much more for our 
Intereſt to be Call d away from it, than to be 


Introduc'd with never ſo great Rejoycings to 
it. The Day of a good Death, being much *- 
rt i better than the Day of the moſt pompous Birth. 

* And then, es ; 

18 3. Hence, further, we ſee Reaſon ſufficient to 

of reconcile our ſelves to our own Deaths, when or 


__ 
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howſoever, it ſhall pleaſe God to Call us thereto, 
For making it our Buſineſs to be and do 
Good enough to merit a good Name while we 
are here, Death will be but to our vaſt and in- 
expreſhble Advantage, and far better to us 
than our moſt gladſom Birth into this pre- 
ſent State; to be exempted from which 
would not more alleviate our Fears than pre- 
judice our Intereft, What therefore Nature 
dreads, Grace and Faith ſhould make us de- 
fire, and long for as the beſt and moſt advan- 
tagious Day of Being; even beyond that 
which entred us upon Mortality, and is on- 
ly valuable for giving us Capacity for Im- 
mortality: For tho' the departure hence of 
a Man of a good Name, may leave his Friends 
in Sorrow, yet will that no more concern 
him on the Day of Death (when he ſhall find 
himſelf to have left them to his own fo great 
Advantage) than he was concern'd at firſt 


in their Joy conceiv'd for his being Born 


unto them. At his Birth their Rejoycings 
were attended with his Lamentations ; 
and at his Death their Lamentations will 
be attended with his Rejoycings. So that 
the Scene 1s chang'd, and the better fide 
turn'd towards him from them, which be- 


fore was ſhewn towards them from him; 


and 


2 Good Name at Death. 


and which will be no more Grief to him, 
being Dead, than it was Joy to him, when 
he was Born. — Nor is, even, this Malady 
yet without its Cure, hence ready at Hand. 


For 
4. Laſtly, Hence, finally, may be deriv d 


ch Support ſufficient to bear patiently the Death of 
re- our beſt Friends and Relations. For why ſhould 
re their Death grieve us more than the Day 
le. f their Birth; which is fo much better to 
n- chem, tho' fo much worſe reſented by us? 
at Their Departure is, indeed, our loſs ; but 
n. MW tis their endleſs Gain. And muſt we needs 
n. ſhew our ſelves fo ſelfiſh, as not to expreſs  * 
of Wo much Kindneſs for our Friends, as to 
is Whit down patiently for a little while with 
n Loss for their ſo great Gain? But ſuch is 
d che prepoſterous Fate of Mankind: We 
at come, uſually, into this World with Repoycings 
& M's our Miſery ; and go out thereof with Lamen- 


tations, tho to our Happineſs! Let Nature 
have its courſe, yet not without our Reſolu- 
tion and Endeavours to moderate hence, its 
Meaſure : So as while we Mourn for the 
t I Loſs of our Friend, we may yet be Com- 
e forted for his Gain thereby. And at the 
lame time we bewail our ſelves for the Day 
- Jof his Death, be mindful to Bleis God for 
1 . the 


whatſoever Things are Honeſt, whatſoever Things 
are Juſt, what ſoever Things are Pure, whatſoe- 
ver Things are Lovely, whatſoever Things are 


The Bleſong of « 
the good Name he hath left behind, that 


hath made it to him better than the Day of 
his Birth was ever accounted by any] nef 
others. 4 
rig! 
And this now leads me fo directly to he 
the Object before us, that has occafhon'd MW an) 
this Aſſembly and this Diſcourſe ; that I can-}W hin 
not, without Injury both to the Memory U/c 
of the Deceas'd, and the further Edifica-M as 
tion of my Hearers, conclude without ſome 
particular, tho' ſhort Notice of him. For ve! 
| a good Name, that is fo ſeaſonable at Wi 
Death, can never be more ſeaſonably men-W giv 
tion'd and profitably Improv'd, than at a we 
Funeral, | tro 
And that the Deceas'd hath left one to mc 


be remember'd by among” us, I dare fay, 
None that knew him, nor any that will in- 
quire to know him, will miſtruſt the AC 
ſertion of Flattery. For 


In general, ¶ bat ſoever Things are True, 


of good Report; If there be any Virtue, and if 


there be any Praiſe, he was the Man that, | 


verily 
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at verily believe, not only oft and ſeriouſly - Fi 
of Thought. on, but heartily Defir'd and ear- 1 
Ml neftly Endeavour d to practice theſe Things. 1 
For he was a Perſon of that plain Up- 1 
rightneſs and undefignin@ Zeal, that as 1 
he could not Impoſe on others; ſo was not 11 
any ever, that I heard of, Deceiv'd in 
him. His was not an Oſtentatious but an 
Uſeful Profeſſion of Religon: Who Did | 
as well as Talk'd well. And yet, 4s | 
In particular, Few more than he diſco- a 
ver'd a ſingular Delight in pious Diſcourſe : 
Which in moſt Company he would ufually 
give occaſion for, and never ſeem'd to be 
weary of: Not medling with Religious Con- 
trover ſies, but talking of what might pro- 
mote Religious Practice. . 
He was an hearty Lover of all good Aſen 
and Goodneſs. And ſo mighty an Admirer 
of the excellent Preaching wherewith this 
City is, even in | excels,” ſo eminently 
Bleſs d, that as it more particularly induc'd 
him to make it his Reſidence; ſo was he 
a conſtant Attender on that Ordinance, © 
whenever Opportunity and Ability per- 
mitted. Never was he 9 or un- 
the 


neceſſarily * the 
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never be hid as not to draw after it | 
then the Bleffings of the Poor, and the *}} 
Praiſes of all. His particular Eſteem for | | 
the Religious Obſervation of the Lord's I} 
Day was ſo very remarkable, that he 41 
hath peremptorily excluded all Prophaners 
of it ( that abſent the Publick Worſhip, 

or Loyter away that Sacred Time ) from 

any Benefit of his bequeathed ity. 

And which, therefore, he hath not leſs Pi- 

ouſly than Prudently ordered _ Will, 

for the Weekly Provifioa of Bread in one sabe i 
Pariſh, in — Country; And in ano» aids. Ji 
ther for the Annual Diſtribution of Twen o1dbam. || 


"I ty Bibles, with Catechiſms, and Woolen- 


Cloth, for only ſuch Poor as Remember to 
Keep Holy the Sabbat h- Day; To whom 
a ſuitable Sermon is alſo ordered to be 

Preach'd once every Year by the Miniſter 
of the Pariſh. EC | 
It was this honeſt Zeal for God's Glory, nn 
that alſo made him early and eagerly to | 
ſeek the Acquaintance and Welfare of 
that Worthy Society, in this City, for "the 
Reformation of Manners ; With ſome of the 
Members whereof he greatly delighted 
to ſpend his time, png was never un 
2 rea- 


* 
92 
"as 


all his Powers in Defence of his own 
Kingdom, that ſeems fo fatally Threaten- 


The Bleſſug of 4 
ready or ſhort to Aſſiſt with his Purſe. 
Whence, with what ſpeed he could, him- 
ſelf became principally Inſtrumental of 
ſetting up the like Society in his own 
Country, in the Town of Mancheſter in 
Lancaſhire, To each of which Societies 


(both here and there) he hath, in Token 


of his Good Will to ſo great and good 


a Deſign, bequeathed One Hundred Pounds 
ieee. er 


I preſume there is none here that will 
eſteem This any Blemiſh to his Good Name. 


However ſome ſuch Monſters of Scan- 


dal there have been, that have done all 
that Deviliſh Wit and Malice could do, 
to Diſparage and Diſcourage this Piouſſy 
Heroick Undertaking. Nor need we 
wonder, if the Prince of Darkneſs move 


ed, and hath been not a little ſucceſsful- 
ly Difturb'd in order (we may Hope and 
will Pray) to be at laſt Confounded thereby. 
And may the God of all Grace, by this 
particular Inſtance of Charity, thus di- 


refed, influence the Hearts of many, 
many more, to adorn their Good Name, 


in 


9 
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to endear the Memory of the Deceas'd 
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in ſuch a -manner, at their Death, for 
the continual Support and Encourage- 
ment of this Sacred Combination, that 


both Needs and Deſerves, and will Re- 
ward the Aſſiſtance of all Good People, 


notwithſtanding it meets with great and 


ſhameful Oppoſition from Bad People ! 
In this modeſt and uſeful Retirement, 
the Deceas d moſt devoutly wound up 
as well as his Chronical Infirmities would 
give leave, the broken Remains of his 
Life. And therefore, when he found 
himſelf a Dying, without any ſurprize at 
the Suddenneſs, he had the preſence of 
Mind to tell his Friends about him, That 


his Work was already done: And that he 


had then nothing more to do but to Die; 
Calling upon God to ſtrengthen his Faith 
and Patience. 


And now his Work being done, it is 


our Work to be Dire&ed and Encourag'd, 
by the Example he hath left, to do the 
remainder f Ours the better. For a 
Good Name at Death is a mighty Inforce- 
ment of a Good Life. Which as it ought 


to 
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to us, and excite our Imitation; fo Ill Sple 
may we have good Reaſon to Hope, that Re) 
it hath already rendred the Day of Death Bir! 
better, far better to him, than the Day of 
bis Birth, He is Happy in Joys above, 
while we are yet Struggling and in Pain, 
with our Fears and Cares here below. 
He is paſt the need of our Concern for 
him, which revolves upon our ſelves, yet 
ſhort of his Security. Having then lay'd 
up the Remains of his Zarthly, let us 
refreſh our ſelves with the ſweet Odour 
of his Spiritual Part, and always Eſteem 
and Remember the Good Name he Deſerv'd 
and Preferv'd till he Dy'd, to excite in 
our ſelves much more earneſt Endeavours, 
Getting and Exercifing true Goodneſs, to 
Improve and Perfume our own t 
That fo when we alſo ſhall, in whate⸗ 
N ver Manner, and at whatever Time, put 
0, 5. ef theſe our Tabernacles of Clay, we may 
de Cloath'd with the Building of God; not 

made with Hands, Eternal in the Heavens : 

And Experience, to our endleſs and un- 

interrupted Satisfaction, how much bet- 
ter a Good Name is on the Day of Death, 
than all the moſt precious Oyntments and 
Splen» 
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Splendid Preparations, for Pomp and 


0 

t Rejoycing, againſt the Day of ones 
b Wl Birth. 

} ; 

! This God, of his Grace and Mercy, 
: Vouchſafe thro” the Merits of Jeſus 
; Chriſh our Lord! To whom , with 
[ the Holy. Ghoſt, be all the Honour 
t and Glory Nom, and for Ever. Amen. 
1 | 
p / am 
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ſeveral Days, and Prayers concluding each diſtin 
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Catecheticai courſe of Sermons for the whole 

Year ; being an Explanation of the Church Ca- 
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Family Inſtruction for the Church of England, offer 


in ſeveral practical Diſcourſes. By Theophilus Dorrington 
Rector of Wircrejham in Kent. 


